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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Wahkiakum County (/wa'kar.akam/) is a county located in the U.S. state of Washington. As of the
2020 census, the population was 4,422,1"] making it one of least populous counties in Washington.
The county seat and only incorporated town is Cathlamet.[2 The county was formed out of Cowlitz
County in April 18541%] and is named for Chief Wahkiakum ("Tall Timber") of the Chinook, who is
buried in the Pioneer Cemetery in Cathlamet.[*!

The county operates the Wahkiakum County Ferry, which connects Cathlamet to Westport, Oregon,
across the Columbia River.

Geography [edi]

According to the United States Census Bureau, the county has a total area of 287 square miles
(740 km2), of which 263 square miles (680 kmz) is land and 24 square miles (62 km?2) (8.3%) is
water.1%! It is the smallest county of Washington by total area and the third-smallest by land area,
after San Juan County and Island County, which are mostly water by area.

Geographic features |[edit]
« Columbia River
« Elochoman River
« Grays River
* Puget Island

State highways [ edit]
« [A) state Route 4
« [ state Route 409

Adjacent counties [edit]
« Pacific County — northwest

« Lewis County — north/northeast

« Cowlitz County — east/southeast

* Columbia County, Oregon — south/southeast
« Clatsop County, Oregon — south/southwest
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National protected area [edit]

Country
« Julia Butler Hansen National Wildlife Refuge (part) State
Founded
Demographics [edi) :a"t‘“‘ for
ea
Wahkiakum County has one of the lowest population of any county in Washington state. Its Largest town
population of 4,422 is 0.2% the size of the population of Washington's largest county, King. Af;‘ﬁ "
« Total
The county has the second highest divorce rate of any Washington county, behind Lincoln "\;V‘E'::r
County.['"] -
Population (2020)
« Total
2010 census [edit] « Estimate (2022)
« Density
As of the 2010 census, there were 3,978 people, 1,737 households, and 1,187 families living in the | Time zone
county.'?] The population density was 15.1 people per square mile (5.8 people/km?). There were * Summer (DST)
2,067 housing units at an average density of 7.8 units per square mile (3.0 units/km?).['*] The racial g;:rsl;ssiwﬂl

makeup of the county was 94.0% white, 1.3% American Indian, 0.6% Asian, 0.3% black or African
American, 0.2% Pacific islander, 0.7% from other races, and 3.1% from two or more races. Those of

Hispanic or Latino origin made up 2.7% of the population.|'2! In terms of ancestry, 19.8% were Norwegian, 19.3% were
German, 13.3% were English, 9.6% were American, 8.5% were Swedish, and 6.8% were Irish.[14]

Of the 1,737 households, 21.9% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 57.2% were married couples living
together, 6.2% had a female householder with no husband present, 31.7% were non-families, and 26.8% of all
households were made up of individuals. The average household size was 2.26 and the average family size was 2.69.
The median age was 52.3 years.['2]

The median income for a household in the county was $40,372 and the median income for a family was $47,266. Males
had a median income of $44,779 versus $36,111 for females. The per capita income for the county was $23,115. About
7.1% of families and 12.2% of the population were below the poverty line, including 14.5% of those under age 18 and
10.7% of those age 65 or over.['"]

2000 census [edit]

As of the 2000 census, there were 3,824 people, 1,553 households, and 1,108 families living in the county. The
population density was 14 people per square mile (5.4 people/km?). There were 1,792 housing units at an average
density of 7 units per square mile (2.7 unils/kmz). The racial makeup of the county was 93.46% White, 0.26% Black or
African American, 1.57% Native American, 0.47% Asian, 0.08% Pacific Islander, 1.65% from other races, and 2.51%
from two or more races. 2.56% of the population were Hispanic or Latino of any race. 18.7% were of German, 13.1%
Norwegian, 10.6% United States or American, 9.1% English, 7.7% Irish, 6.5% Swedish, and 5.9% Finnish ancestry.
96.7% spoke English and 2.5% Spanish as a first language.

There were 1,553 households, out of which 26.90% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 61.40% were
married couples living together, 6.30% had a female householder with no husband present, and 28.60% were non-

families. 24.40% of all households were made up of individuals, and 10.60% had someone living alone who was 65
years of age or older. The average household size was 2.42 and the average family size was 2.83.
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Historical population

Census  Pop.
1860 42 =
1870 270 542.9%
1880 1,598 491.9%
1890 2526 58.1%
1900 2819 11.6%
1910 3285  16.5%
1920 3472 5.7%
1930 3862  11.2%
1940 4286 11.0%
1950 3835 -105%
1960 3426 -10.7%
1970 3,592 4.8%
1980 3,832 6.7%
1990 3327 -132%
2000 3824 14.9%
2010 3,978 4.0%
2020 4422 112%

2022 (est) 4,688  6.0%

U.S. Decennial Census!’]
1790-1960'81 1900-1990°)
1990-20001'%) 2010-20201")

In the county, the population was spread out, with 23.40% under the age of 18, 5.30% from 18 to 24, 22.20% from 25 to 44, 30.60% from 45 to 64, and
18.50% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 44 years. For every 100 females there were 100.10 males. For every 100 females age

18 and over, there were 98.10 males.

The median income for a household in the county was $39,444, and the median income for a family was $47,604. Males had a median income of
$37,123 versus $27,938 for females. The per capita income for the county was $19,063. About 5.90% of families and 8.10% of the population were

below the poverty line, including 11.00% of those under age 18 and 2.70% of those age 65 or over.

Politics [edit]

In the 2016 Presidential election, Donald Trump won the county over Hillary Clinton by a
decisive margin — 55.3% to 34.3%.[17) It is generally a swing county in presidential

United States presidential election results for Wahkiakum
County, Washington!'®! [nide]

elections. Between 1932 and 1996, it voted Democratic all but twice, but since 2000 ithas |y o Republican Democratic Third party
voted Republican all but once. No.o| % o[No. o[ % o[No. o[ % o

2020 1,741 58.40% 1165 39.08% 75 | 2.52%
Communities [edit] 2016 1344 5533% 832  34.25% 253 | 10.42%

2012 1,119 48.38% 1094 47.30% 100 | 4.32%
Town [edit]

2008 1,105 47.92% 1121 4861% 80 | 3.47%
+ Cathlamet (county seat) 2004 1171 5239% 1021 4568% 43 | 192%
Census-designated places | cdit] 2000 1,033 52.36% 803  40.70% 137 | 6.94%
+ Altoona 1996 619  3371% 924  50.33% 203 | 15.96%
« Deep River 1992 488  27.17% 696  3875% 612 |34.08%
« East Cathlamet 1988 | 620  3868% 961 | 59.10% 36 | 221%
« Grays River 1984 776 4462% 930  5348% 33 | 1.90%
« Lower Elochoman 1980 | 828  46.57% 751  4224% 199 | 11.19%
« Puget Island 1976 | 704  4117% 942 | 55.09% 64 | 3.74%
« Rosburg 1972 818  47.39% 796  46.12% 112 | 6.49%
« Skamokawa Valley 1968 | 641  3827% 899 | 53.67% 135 | 8.06%
* Upper Elochoman 1964 446  27.46% 1175 72.35% 3 0.18%
Unincorporated communities [edit] LSSONNI /oG 0.23%]IIOZORI3.80) 3 | 017%

1956 | 808  45.73% 953 |53.93% 6 | 0.34%
« Brookfield

1952 | 815  4631% 928 | 5273% 17 | 0.97%
« Eagle CIiff

1948 622  38.95% 877  5492% 98 | 6.14%
« Flandersville
+ Skamokawa 1944 | 532  34.43% 1,003 |6492% 10 | 0.65%
« Waterford 1940 642  35.18% 1,164 63.78% 19 | 1.04%

1936 419 276 47% 1 008 69 2R% 33 a4 17%
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« Robert Michael Pyle, lepidopterist and author
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282 3190% 185  2093% 417 |47.47%
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